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Actions for Clean Water update 

The Actions for Clean Water (ACWa) project is 
a cooperative enture between Murrumbidgee 
Catchment Management Authority (CMA), 
ACTEW, ActewAGL, ACT Natural Resource 
Management Council, Upper Murrumbidgee 
Catchment Coordinating Committee and Upper 
Murrumbidgee Waterwatch. The objective of 
ACWA is to identify strategies to enhance 
surface water quality and reduce turbidity in the 
upper Murrumbidgee River catchment. This 
collaborative project will identify a plan of 
action, covering short, medium and longer term 
goals (over one, three and ten year time frames 
respectively). The anticipated completion date 
for the ACWA plan is April 2012. 

 

The specific outcomes of the 
plan are likely cover a range 
of approaches including on-
ground works, education, 
promotion, policy and 
program development by 
private sector, government 
organisations and 
individuals. 

 

A key element of developing 
the plan is the involvement 
of key natural resource 
management stakeholders. 
This is crucial to the 
subsequent collaborative 

implementation and delivery of the 
plan by all stakeholders. To 
facilitate this consultation and 
information 

sharing process, an ACWA 
Advisory Group was established in 
May 2011, comprising 
representatives from all tiers of 
government, non-government 
organisations, scientists and 

landholders. Another key element 
in formulating and implementing 
the ACWA plan facilitated by the 
Advisory Group, is broad 
community consultation. Once the 
ACWA plan is completed the 

ACWA Advisory Group will be involved in 
the implementation of the planõs actions to 
enhance water quality in the 

Upper Murrumbidgee. 

 

The key outcome of the ACWA plan will be 

the development of a prioritised and costed 

list of actions that would achieve water 

quality improvements in the Murrumbidgee 

River. The subsequent implementation of 

priority works will build on previous activities 

undertaken in the Upper Murrumbidgee 

Catchment. 
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Following a significant 
turbidity event and 
through landholder 
engagement the 
Murrumbidgee CMA has 
taken an active role in 
addressing water quality 
with a combination of 
on-ground works 
programs and training. 
In collaboration with 
landholders and 
Waterwatch, the 
Murrumbidgee CMA 
was able to identify 
specific sources of 
turbidity within the 
upper eaches of the 
Numeralla River.  
 
Gully erosion and in-stream bank stability were 
identified as specific sources of turbidity.  As 
such the Murrumbidgee CMA targeted these 
areas for on-ground works, primarily in-stream 
structural works to arrest erosion and enhance 
aquatic habitat. 
 
One site is located on the outer bank of a 
sweeping right hand bend. Localised bank 
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Murrumbidgee CMA continues erosion control works in 
the Numeralla River 

 

erosion has occurred (Figure 1). 
Although a reasonable level of ground 
cover and shrub diversity is present in the 
riparian zone the reach is virtually devoid of 
canopy cover from large trees. This lack of 
woody debris recruitment in the river has 
affected bed complexity and therefore 
aquatic habitat diversity.  
 
To arrest erosion and deflect flows away 

from eroding 
banks and to 
provide 
complexity to the 
channel bed. A 
series of double 
pin sets with leg 
and groyne cribs 
were installed. 

Design showing 
double pin sets 
with leg and 
groyne cribs 


