Aouatic Macrolnvertebrate Identifieation Key

Common agquatic macrolnvertebrates that may be found in the south-eastern reglon of Australin.
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Water Bug Survey Results Sheet

{ { l l Weight table
/A(OU/LatLC MaCYDLV\/\/eYt@bYatC SQV\A,‘PLLV\,@ C(lxtbde Group name: Site Code: ......ccuueeee.
Survey site:
Date sampled: ............ccue.e Number of Weight
what Ls an Aqumtlc Macrolnvertebrate? Step 1: Enter the number of specimens (i.e. how many) of each bug found in column 1 specimens factor
‘ Step 2: Refer to the weight table for the correct weight factor for the number found of bug type
Step 3: Enter the correct weight factor for each bug in column 2 = > ]
Step 4: Multiply the weight factor (column 2) by the bug grade (column 3) and enter the answerin |~
M Iavertebrat column 4 3-5 —> 2
Aquatic + acro + nvertebrate Step 5: Add up column 2 (weight factors)
Step 6: Add up column 4 (bug value x weight factor) 6-10 > 3
1 Step 7: Divide total column 4 by total column 2 to calculate your SIGNAL score 11-20 4
S =< NIV Step 8: Add up the total number of bug types you found (NOT specimens)
_J\ : S % Step 9: Use the interpretation chart to get an indication of the likely condition of your sampling >20 > S
A area
Live in water Can be seen with Crunchy or gooey on Water Bug Type Column1 | Column2 | Column 3 | Column
your eyes the }(l)utside}; n.eve.(ri ' # of specimens | Weight factor | Bug Grade w;:ght SIGNAL Score =
t !
crunchy on the mside factor x Total Column 4 =
Bug Grade Total Column 2
. . . Very sensitive to most
We kr}ow that different macromve'rtebrates have .dlff'erent needs. Some need clean fast |poliutants Bug types found not on the list=
flowing cold water, others are quite content to live in polluted lakes and streams. By  |stonefly Nymph 10 -
discovering what lives in a body of water, you can draw conclusions about its health. [,/ n0 Nymph 9 Total # of bug types=
Alder Fly larva 8
Where and How to Sample .
Caddis fly larva 8 .
Interpretation Chart
Keep in mind that a lot
of plants and animals
live here. Try not to ) 6 Poor habitat Good
trample the area. Return With your net and boots, 6 >5.5 habitat
Iy p——— stir up the top 2cm of the abita
after sampling stream bed, then run your SIGNAL
net through the sediments Score -
to catch the displaced water; ] High
bugs. 5 <55 Pollution sahmfcy or
nutrients
2 4
riffles are water bug
hot spots 3 <7 >
3 Number of bug types
Sweep the 3
surface with
your net. 3
3
Very tolerant of most pollutants
Flatworm 2
Fresh Water Slater 2
Sweep the ne Moth caterpillar 2
around and under
Many water the bank Segmented worm 2
bugs hide in the
weeds, be sure to Check under Leach 1
saisle e stones and .
y branches Snail 1
/\ /\ Totals
|4 \4 N



