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How to download UMWW data from the ALA database

The UMWW database contains over 10,000 records, and is continuously growing, representing an
incredible wealth of data on the condition of our local waterways. Furthermore, this data is free to
anyone to access and use!!

This guide will provide instructions on how to find and download the data you require.

1. Access the UMWW database. The database is hosted by the Atlas of Living Australia (ALA).
The web address is: http://root.ala.org.au/bdrs-core/umww/home.htm. We recommend using
Mozilla firefox or Google Chrome, instead of Internet Explorer. [Fig. 1.]
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2. Under the tab ‘“View Records’, select ‘All data’ [Fig 2.]
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3. The left hand bar offers numerous different ways of selecting data to download. [Fig. 3.]
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4. Depending on what you are looking for, there are many ways to go about selecting data. Data
can be selected by catchment, survey type, year, month or location. Indeed, you can select
multiple of these categories to specifically identity the data you require. Note: You must wait
a few seconds for your browser to update itself each time to check or uncheck a box.
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Option 1: Downloading data for a specific sub-catchment.

5. Select the check box next to the specific catchment you are interested in, under the ‘Sub
catchment’ panel on the left hand side. Then select the survey you are interested in, from the
Survey panel below. Finally, select download on the right hand side above the map. [Fig. 4]
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6. Select ‘Spreadsheet (XLS)’ from the three check options for downloading to obtain the raw
water quality data in spreadsheet form, to be opened in Microsoft Excel. After selecting the
appropriate check box, select ‘Download’. When the download dialog box appears, click Ok.
Save the file on your PC. [Fig. 5].
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Option 2: Downloading data for a specific location

7. To find a specific location, expand the list of locations. If you know the specific site code
(three letters followed by 3 numbers) or the location, you can do a search for it, using ctrl + F
(Apple key + F for macs). Note there may be 2 records for each site. One will contain data,
while the other will simply contain site information, without any data associated with it.
Choose the one with data — it will usually have a number in brackets next to it indicating the
number of records, eg., (181) [Fig. 6].
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8. If you know the catchment the location belongs to, then select the catchment. This will
overcome a minor difficulty in sorting datasheets later (point #10).

9. In the banner above the map it should report how many records are selected. Click on
‘download’ in the right hand corner above the map. [Fig. 7.]
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10. Choose the file type you desire. To examine the raw water quality values in a spreadsheet,
select ‘Spreadsheet (XLS)’. Check the box, then click download. [Fig. 8.]

Communities Caring for Catchments

Field Guide View Records Site Help

Advanced Review

Refine results for 178 records returned
Sub Catchment (PRl (Search within results J | Images

[T southern ACT (3078)

I Map “ List “ Download I

[T Molonglo (2833) Click to Download
E:] Ginninderra (2683) Please choose the desired formats and dick the button below to download the current search results as a zip file.
':] Cooma (991)
5:‘ Lake George (20) ™ Keyhole Markup Language (KML) — Can be used for Google Earth
[T yass (20) i oot e ia
Saeey Bl Select All ] Spreadsheet (XLS) — Can be used for Spreadsheet Applications I
g Water Bug Survey - Cooma (141)
':] Water Bug Survey - Ginninderra (122)

i:I Water Bug Survey - Southern ACT (16)
Q Water Quality Data - Cooma (926)

!:l Water Quality Data - Ginninderra (2645)
[ water Quality Data - Lake George (12)
[l water Quality Data - Molonglo (2717)
[ water Quality Data - Southern

ACT (2998)

[l water Quality Data - Yass (15)

[l waterwatch Sites (312)

Year M Select All

[T 1930 (232)
[T 1995 (23)
[ 1996 (12)
1997 (7)
[T] 1998 (32)
+ show more

Month W select All

[ January {967)
= February (791)
[ClMarch (748)
(] april (397)
[CImay (s549)
[Flyine (2641

Fig. 8.

11. Choose a place to save the zip file, and save it.

12. Open the zip file on your computer, and examine the files. If you selected a specific survey
(point # 8), you may have a single excel file. Alternatively, you may have multiple excel files
to choose from. In this case many of them may be empty. This relates to point #8.

Note: In the downloaded datasheets, locations are stored in a lookup table —sort data at your

own risk! We recommend copying all the data to a new spreadsheet (paste special —values)
before attempting to sort the data.

Happy data downloading!



